isory Council on 
Citizenship 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 


Over the past four decades we have witnessed a 
dramatic change in the attitude of governments 
towards a greater response to the social needs of 
people. We have seen this change, in particular, with 
regard to our minorities. 


With varying pace, programs were set up to meet the 
needs of our natives, francophones, immigrants and 
established ethnocultural communities. The speed of 
change was often determined by the degree of 
pressure and public involvement by minorities 
demanding equal treatment and understanding of 
their needs as “equal citizens”. 


The creation of the post of Provincial Secretary and 
Minister of Citizenship in 1961, held by The 
Honourable John Yaremko, was a major step in 
assisting minorities to overcome barriers that 
blocked their full participation in all aspects of life in 
the province. The Act creating the Ministry of Culture 
and Recreation in 1974 moved further to “advance 
and encourage responsible citizenship through the 
process of preserving and maintaining the cultural 
heritage” of Ontarians. 


In May 1977 Premier Davis underlined the multi- 
cultural policy by stating: “We firmly believe in and 
will fight for the right of individuals and groups to 
retain and develop their cultural heritage and 
language.” 


While Canada is a multiracial and culturally pluralistic 
society, in my judgment this reality is still not 
reflected in the power structures and institutions of 
our country. Ensuring that our institutions are sensi- 
tive to and reflect this reality is a basic challenge for 
the future. 


We must all take up this challenge equally through 
such bodies as our Council and community institu- 
tions. We represent the mediating and monitoring 
link between the public and the government which is 
essential to achieving individual fulfillment and con- 
tributing to the progress of society at large. 


Full and equal citizenship for all is central to our 
future as a cohesive Canadian society; but our 
responsibilities must equal our rights. Our expecta- 
tions from governments and society must be equally 
met by our voluntary efforts and participation within 
the community at large. 


Our commitment to cultural diversity and our 
respect for the rights of minorities evokes all that is 
best in the Canadian tradition. It is our strength, not 
our weakness. 


In my vision of Canada, real unity accepts dissent 
and rejoices in the diversity of its people. Our trust in 
this ideal is rooted in a trust of life itself. 


WHAT WE ARE 


The Ontario Advisory Council on Multicultural- 
ism and Citizenship was created in 1973. It 
advises the government of Ontario on all 
matters pertaining to multiculturalism within a 
context of full, equal and responsible citizenship 
for all residents of Ontario. The Council's 
membership, varying from 25 to 60 persons, 
represents a wide range of ethnocultural back- 
grounds, professions and socio-economic lev- 
els from all regions of the province. Members 
are recommended by Cabinet and appointed 
by Order-in-Council. 


The Council was originally established, from a 
recommendation of the June 1972 Congress of 
Heritage Ontario, as a consultative body, 
reporting through the Provincial Secretary of 
Social Development. Its past chairpersons 
were, Ernie Checkeris (1973-1976) and Dr. 
George Korey (1976-1979). In 1979 the 
mandate of the council was broadened to 
include citizenship and to report through the 
Ministry of Culture and Recreation when 

Mr. Yuri Shymko was appointed as full-time 
chairperson. 


WHAT WE DO 


The Council has a mandate to review govern- 
ment policies and services and to offer 
guidance and criticism in the form of recom- 
mendations presented to Cabinet through the 
Minister of Culture and Recreation. The major 
objective of the Council is to ensure full partici- 
pation in the life of the province by all residents, 
whatever their ethnocultural heritage. 


The government policy on multiculturalism and 
citizenship includes four elements: equality of 
all members of our society; full access to 
government services; their participation in 
decision making; their cultural retention and 
sharing. The council monitors this policy and its 
effects on the community. 


OUR OBJECTIVES 


1. To preserve the linguistic, cultural, and 


a: 


religious heritage of all Ontarians. 


To share the richness and diversity of this 
heritage with the general community. 


To encourage acceptance by the general 
community of the cultures of their 
neighbours. 


To combat all manifestations of hatred, 
racism, and prejudice. 


To promote a Canadian citizenship guaran- 
teeing all citizens equality of opportunity for 
cultural preservation and development. 


PRESERVING OUR CULTURES 


Ontarians accept the value of a multicultural, 
multiracial, multireligious and multilingual 
society. [heir government has created a variety 
of programs to encourage the development of 
such a society. Canadians by birth have joined 
Canadians by choice in their commitment to the 
preservation of their ethnocultural heritage. 


SHARING WITH OTHERS 


Ethnocultural values have enriched our lives. 
Let us share these values with the community 
so that it may be enriched by a variety of 
cultural traditions. There is no better way to 
destroy the walls that separate us than by a 
generous exchange of ideas and a mutual 
enjoyment of arts. 


PARTICIPATING TOGETHER 


There are forces working to divide us because 
of differences in race, color, language, religion 
and customs. Multiculturalism can be a power- 
ful instrument in bringing people together in a 
common struggle against those who would 
destroy our sense of individual dignity and 
worth and our respect for one another. 


BUILDING A BETTER CANADA 
AS EQUALS 


We are Canadians, or in the process of becom- 


ing Canadians. We aspire to a citizenship which 
ensures full equality both in our rights and in 
our responsibilities. We in Ontario have a 
unique opportunity to create a society in which, 
by retaining our ethnocultural values and shar- 
ing them with others, we are equal builders of a 
common destiny and creators of a distinctive 
Canadian identity — based not on conformity 
but on a healthy and invigorating diversity. 


In addition to an executive committee, the 
Council has committees which meet regularly 
to deal with such areas as citizenship, educa- 
tion, cultural development, cross-cultural rela- 
tions, social development, human rights, anti- 
defamation, immigration, refugees media and 
communications, and intergovernmental 
affairs. 


The Council and its committees hold public 
meetings with communities to learn about 
specific concerns. Studies and surveys are 
undertaken to gather information and make 
recommendations. An example was the Joint 
Task Force on Immigrant Women. 


All recommendations are processed for 
submission to the government of Ontario at 
meetings of the full Council, held semi-annually. 


REACHING OUT 


In addition to an annual report, the Council 
publishes Multiviews, a newsletter which shares 
information about activities, events, policies, 
and programs dealing with multiculturalism and 
citizenship. 


The chairperson and Council members are in 
constant contact with government ministries 
and agencies at all levels, similar councils in 
other provinces, and with the general com- 
munity. They address public gatherings and 
meet representatives of community groups. 
Copies of the Council’s Annual Report, Recom- 
mendations, and Multiviews are available on 
request. 


For further inquiries contact: 


Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism 

and Citizenship 

10th Floor, 1200 Bay Street 
Toronto, Ontario. M7A 2R9 


(416) 965-6889 


Ministry of Hon. Reuben C. Baetz 
Minister 
VT, Culture and Ward Cornell 
Recreation Deputy Minister ISBN 0 7743 5999 4 


Ontario D865 12/80 30M 
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